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Transition and the Life of Faith 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 
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Mike Wat- 2 
son 

Some of the most profound love I ever saw in a 
marriage involved a couple well into their eighties. 
The wife suffered from dementia and while the 
husband did not, his health was far from robust. As 
his wife’s abilities declined, he took care of more 
and more of her needs, even as he went through 
the heartbreak of seeing his spouse of over 60 years 
begin no longer to recognize him.  When his wife 
started to lose continence, the husband cheerfully 
struggled down to the basement of their modest 

was founded. We live in a 
context of rapidly-changing 
technology, shifting social 
attitudes, and realignments 
in economic conditions. It 
would be impossible to live 
out the constant love of 
Jesus Christ in these reali- 
ties without experiencing 
transition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Robert  Lamborn 
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home each morning to put their bedsheets in the 
washing machine. 

Never would this couple in the flush of their early 
love, or even in the middle years of their marriage, 
have imagined what marital love would look like in 
their sunset years.  (Let me add that when caring for 
his wife in the home became too overwhelming, the 
husband, encouraged by his two daughters, contin- 
ued to love his wife by moving her to a nursing facil- 
ity where she would receive the level of care she 
needed.) 

Thus a constant and rock-solid marital love mani- 
fested itself in very different ways over the course 
of the relationship. What would look to an outsider 
like the actions of a home health aide were in fact a 
devoted husband loving his wife in the particular 
ways she needed at that time in her life. Marital 
love?  Every bit as much as the passion of a young 
couple, I believe. 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever,” we read in the Letter to the Hebrews. But 
just as human beings don’t stay the same over the 
course of their lives, humanity in all its diversity has 
not stayed the same over the centuries since the 
Letter to the Hebrews was written. Given these 
changes on the human side of the divine-human 
relationship, it would be surprising for the church 
not to have gone through significant transitions. 

Nor have Katonah and its environs, or the congrega- 
tion at St. Luke’s, stayed the same since our parish 

Given that transition is inevitable, how will St. 
Luke’s choose to respond?  Will the parish seek 
out the new for the sake of novelty, relying on 
what’s currently popular to set its direction? 
This isn’t the way I’ve experienced St. Luke’s in 
a little more than a year here.  Will the parish 
be dragged through transition kicking and 
screaming, fighting every change tooth and 
nail?  Again, that’s not what I’ve seen here, nor 
is it what your embrace of women clergy dec- 
ades ago suggests. 

Of course there is a middle way between these 
extremes, one where St. Luke’s joins most Epis- 
copal churches in living out its ministry. This 
middle way offers little in the way of easy an- 
swers or immediate gratification. Rather, dis- 
cerning the will of the Holy Spirit for how St. 
Luke’s will serve its members, the community, 
and the world in the present and future is a 
constant process.  We’ll never fully “get it” and 
be able to rest easy.  There will not always be 
complete agreement when people are forth- 
coming about their thoughts and feelings. 

Before the followers of Jesus were known as 
members of the church or even Christians, they 
were known as belonging to the Way (Acts 9:2). 
This image evokes a band of pilgrims, and the 
goal of pilgrimage is not so much to arrive at a 
destination as to be transformed along the way. 

Cont. on Page 6 
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Betty Wald solicited com- 
ments from Gospel Gems 
followers: 

 
 

“MIKE WATSON?  SIMPLY 
MARVELOUS.”  WAS THIS 

BERNIE ROBERTS. 
TALKING TO ME ON MY 
PHONE ?. YES. AND HE 
WENT ON TO SAY HOW 

GREAT A GRASP MIKE HAS 
OF THE MEANING OF THE 
GOSPELS. “HE IS JUST A 

GOOD GUY,” BERNIE 
CONCLUDED. THAT 

 
 
 

From Intern Mike Watson 
 

What I did not realize, however, was the variety 
of ways in which I would be nourished by each 
of you and by your loving embrace of me.  In 
other words, as is often the case in God's way of 
doing things, the roles of "giver" and "receiver" 
are interchangeable. The more one gives, the 
more one receives; and the more one receives, 
the more one desires to give. You have rein- 
forced that truth in me, and that truth is itself a 
very  powerful  disclosure  of  God's  love,  and 
God's working through his children. 

With every turn in my life over the past nine 
months, every personal exchange with any of 
you, and every encounter with you as a group in 
worship or study, you showed me your passion, 
dedication, and desire to make God's world a 

SOUNDED LIKE THE 
BERNIE I KNOW – AND 

MIKE TOO. A SUPREMELY 
GOOD GUY. 

 
 

YVONNE SEE HAD AN- 
OTHER TAKE ON MIKE. 
“YOU KNOW I OFTEN 

DISAGREE WITH 
THINGS IN THE BIBLE 

In the Fall 2012 issue of Cornerstone, when I 
introduced myself to all of you, I mentioned one 
of the hopes for my ministry.  That hope was 
that I could find ways to help people find a full 
knowledge and understanding of God's love. 
Little did I know then the ways in which that 
would happen, but my prayer and wish was that 
those ways would be disclosed to me as I got to 
know you, individually and as a community. 

more beautiful place. You do that in so many 
ways each day, but most of all you do it as a 
family--a fabulous specimen of the unity Jesus 
prayed for in the church of which He is the cor- 
nerstone. A dwelling place for God can exist 
wherever we allow one to be created, and you 
have created such a place here at St. Luke's. 
Wherever my journey takes me, I will always 
count St. Luke's as my "first" parish ministry. 

 

AND SAY SO. BUT MIKE 
DIDN’T TAKE IT AMISS. 

Mike’s Gospel Gems 
INSTEAD HE’D SAY 

“WELL, YOU HAVE A 
GOOD POINT. BUT YOU 

CAN LOOK AT THAT 
READING IN ANOTHER 
WAY. HOW ABOUT…” 
AND HE’D BE EXPLAIN- 
ING IT IN A WAY THAT 
MADE SENSE. HE NEV- 
ER TOOK OFFENSE AT 

MY SOMETIMES 
BLUNTNESS AND I AP- 

PRECIATED THAT.” 

 
As someone who recently frequented the 
Wednesday evening “Gospel Gems” as chaired 
by Mike Watson, the first thing that is easy to 
say is that Mike Watson will be missed. Mike 
brings his gifts of intellect, personality and a 
thirst for things spiritual and divine to a small 
room on the second floor of the Parish House 
every Wednesday evening. In the last discourse, 
Mike shared his insights into the book of 
Matthew. 
 

On a personal note, I had many false starts on 
Bible reading. As liberal arts major, I tried to 
read the Bible several times since so much of 
our culture – our laws, judicial systems, art, so- 
cial mores, etc. – are based on the Good Book. I 
could make it through the stories in Genesis and 
Exodus but upon encountering the books of 
Leviticus and Numbers, the clarion call of sports, 
TV, dating and watching paint dry proved more 
entertaining than the alternative of progressing 

through scripture. After a couple of decades, I 
read my way through “The One Year Bible” which 
splits up the Old Testament, New Testament, 
Psalms and Proverbs into 365 daily readings. But 
one can only learn so much in solitary reading. 

At Gospel Gems, Mike provides the scholarship, 
leadership and community to a small group of 
inquisitive minds. With only a small investment of 
my time, I gain insight into the whole subculture 
of biblical thought (scholars, authors, varied inter- 
pretations) through the lens of Mike’s experienc- 
es and studies. For example, Mike explains why 
the early members of the church position 
Matthew as the first book of the New Testament 
despite being one of the later books from a 
chronological perspective. 

It has been a pleasure to walk this short time 
together with Mike. We all wish him well as he 
pursues new work in the fields of the Lord. 

Bob Becker 
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Along the Path 
 
 

Tramping again in the Glebe woodlands, 
long months and storms since our last visit, 
my dog grows wary— noting changes 
imperceptible to me. 
We come upon the fragile Chapel-in-the-Woods, 
now stripped of bench-pews, rustic rails, archway— 
a shattered sanctuary. Toppled centenary firs 
ring us, sliced in segments, like giant toddler toys. 
The broad path narrows to single-file, in gorges 
where the slaughter of trees reached fever-pitch. 
Sunlit scilla and glory of the snow now embroider 
bank-heaves rising from the root-gnarled path. 
We descend to the hurrying river, where my dog balks 
at the timber bridge. A few spikes 
of skunk-cabbage poke through last year’s 
crinkled leaves. Further on, 

barberry buds sprout like tiny lettuces 
along the furrows of each spiky branch, 
and lissome wands hold wakening beech-buds 
in lime parasols. Red arrowheads of euonymous, 
which my dead father liked to call “cork trees,” 
semaphore the race to green. 
Stopping for no one, the river hurtles on— 
swirls around boulders hurled 
by glaciers in their long-ago 
advances and retreats. 
My dog shakes off just-hatched 
Mayflies, the way lives are flung by storms. 
I keep watch for the next upheaval— 
not sure I will prevail, 
but vowing to try. 
 

Susan V. Walton 
Copyright 2013 

 
 
 

          On Becoming a LEM (Lay Eucharistic Minister) 
 
 

 
 

I met Tess Dennis back in the 1980s when she first moved to 
Katonah and joined St Luke’s. 
Shortly after her arrival, Tess became Co Chair of Hospitality. 
A brilliant hostess of the Newcomer Sunday evenings she, 
and her co chair Francesca Wellard, transformed the Parish 
house to a chic little bistro; a place for newcomers to meet, 
enjoy a glass of wine and a light meal and, most important, 
get to learn about life at St Luke’s. 

 
As we relaxed in the sun, discussing her current role as a 
LEM, with wild birds at the feeder eavesdropping, Tess 
noted with a cheeky grin and a twinkle in her eyes, “I’m 
just realizing that over the years, I’ve progressed from 
the very back of the church (as an usher) up to the altar. 
”That’s right” I said, realizing myself that her journey 
had indeed included many steps: participation in the 
choir, hospitality, altar guild and a stint on the vestry. 
“How did you come to the realization that you wanted 
to become a LEM” I asked. “Margie Herman encouraged 
and inspired me and I enjoy it so much.” “What do you 
enjoy about it…what does it mean to you?” I asked. Tess 
answered thoughtfully and with feeling ”It’s a spiritual 
experience for me. I feel it’s an extension of the altar 
guild preparation. It’s the completion of the presenta- 
tion and administering of the sacraments.” 
Tess concluded by saying she was a novice and by ac- 
knowledging  how fortunate she has been to have Ber- 
nie Roberts as her coach and mentor in her spiritual 
journey. 

Pat Skinger 
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Grapevine: Transitions 
 

Congratulations to Susan Walton, recently published in the annual 
Westchester Review magazine. This 2013 issue can be purchased at 
Bookshops and on Amazon. 

After taking some enjoyable time off, Bethany Durkin has taken on a 
positive and challenging position as a partner in an international firm. 
She is also adding great photos to St. Luke’s Facebook page. Check out 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes- 
 Kat o n ah /1675108 2006 2411  

Ann Williams enjoys her job in the Business Division of NY Hospital. 
She walks to the train in Katonah and in NYC can walk to work. 
Shelley Smith is taking on a second 3-year term as Chair of the Dept. of 
Architectural Technology at the Brooklyn campus of the CUNY College 
of Technology. A 2-hour commute allows her to read and work. Son 
Wyatt, once Jackie’s asst. at Clean-up Day lunches, will be a HS senior 
come fall and is looking over colleges. He is interested in Engineering. 

Aiden Graham is spending his summer working at Colorado College in 
the Numismatics Dept. He’ll soon be a junior. 

Kendall Zipkin finished her freshman year at Fairfield University and 
just loved it. Caleigh Zipkin will be a HS senior in the fall so she’ll be 
looking next. 

Pippa Biddle was a sophomore at Barnard College in NYC enjoying a 
change of pace from Portland, Oregon where she spent her freshman 
year at Lewis and Clark College. She is studying Medical Anthropology, 
remains involved with the Jane Goodall Foundation and Clinica De 
Familia in La Romana (DR), and takes inspiration from Paul Farmer 
who she recently met for the first time. Martha completed her fresh- 
man year at Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts where she 
is studying Psychology. Abigail finished her freshman year at Loomis 

Chafee School in Windsor, CT and has kept up her interests in riding 
horses and ski racing. 
Rebecca Rosenthal just graduated from McGill University in Quebec 
with a major in Urban Studies and is job seeking. Her brother Mi- 
chael finished his first year at Cornell, and will be life guarding this 
summer and also working on some educational programs at Pound 
Ridge Reservation. 

Alex Skillman graduated from Sarah Lawrence with a degree in Phi- 
lology. Wonder what it is? Just ask me. He’ll work for a year and 
then may go for an MA. 

Jen Beckett just returned from her junior year abroad studying in 
England, while brother Chris finished his freshman year at Skidmore. 
Tyler will be a senior in September and will be starting his college 
search. Both young men will be camp counselors this summer. 

Vickie Hall’s son who thrived at the University of Vermont as a soph- 
omore, will spend his summer working in a vineyard in Chile. 

It’s settled – Teadie Becker will spend the coming year teaching in 
Honduras! Dad may check out the situation there. Oh Parents!, 

We have five High School Graduates this year: Megan Day, Victoria 
Van Demark, Matt Kershner, Samantha Brown and Luke Pappalardo. 
Of those we know, Victoria Van Demark has chosen St. Joseph’s 
College in Philadelphia. Megan Day just knew that Manhattanville 
College would be right for her and vice versa. She will start as a Psy- 
chology major along with certification in Special Ed. Matt Kershner 
will be attending Franklin Marshall College and is interested in Busi- 
ness. 

Good wishes to all our youth in transition. And to their parents! 
Betty Wald 

 
 

Search Committee Report 
 
 

The rector search committee expects to begin reviewing candidate 
applications in the near future.  The diocese recently signed off on 
the parish profile, which was developed by the committee based on 
responses from the parish survey and subject-specific focus 
groups.  The search committee also consulted with the diocese in 
developing the profile and gave the vestry an opportunity to review 
the document. 

The profile is expected to be posted on the diocese website 
shortly.  The committee will then review candidate respons- 
es and schedule parish visits.  The committee hopes this 
effort will bring us quickly toward a final group of candi- 
dates. 

Rector Search Committee 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes-Katonah/167510820062411
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes-Katonah/167510820062411
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The editors of Cornerstone told us that the theme 
for this issue was transformation. When consider- 
ing this topic, the obvious focus would be Rob’s and 
Mike’s impact on our spiritual lives and our cohe- 
siveness as a parish. No one would disagree that 
they have had a tremendous positive effect on our 
parish and its prospects. But several parishioners 
have also effected recent transformations to keep 
the parish vibrant. 

Pat Skinger’s garden club hosted a tag sale in late 
April on our grounds. The event helped to raise the 
profile of St. Luke’s as a parish and our key location 
as a welcome venue for other non-profit communi- 
ty organizations to hold events. And next spring, we 
will see a transformation in our gardens with the 
daffodil bulbs to be planted this fall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Durkin also spearheaded the transformation 
of the church grounds during the recent Clean Up 
Day, with his wife Bethany and others successfully 
transforming the kitchen and bathroom areas into 
clean and inviting spaces. 

Dorothy Ritsko has affected a successful transfor- 
mation at the plant sale, altering the stock from 
almost exclusively annuals to a wide variety of per- 
ennials, including blueberry bushes and a plant 
called hens-and-chicks. She and Mary Zipkin had 
the right mix of plants since the sale was unbelieva- 
ble successful in the face of four days of rain. 

During his short internship at St. Luke’s, Mike Wat- 
son’s actions have transformed us, whether leading 
a discussion to further our understanding of the 
Gospels during Gospel Gems, or making us aware of 
how and where we can lend assistance after natu- 
ral disasters, or showing us the ease of hosting a 
community-wide barbeque. It was this barbeque 
that set into motion other transformations initiated 
by parishioners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeing that the barbeque offered an opportunity to 
present St. Luke’s to the community, Mary Lee Roe Fox 
spearheaded the publication of a new trifold describing 
the mission and activities of our parish. The results of 
her efforts are available in the pews. Take a look – it’s 
great! 

Also inspired by the barbeque was Kevin Durkin who 
purchased new tables for the parish house so that we 
will have enough workable tables for future large 
events that welcome members of the community. 

The proof that these efforts are helping to transform 
the community’s impression of St. Luke’s was over- 
heard at the plant sale. One of the shoppers admiring 
the plants remarked on how much activity there has 
been at our little church lately. She and hopefully oth- 
ers have noticed the activity, and her view and hopeful- 
ly those of others have been transformed from thinking 
of our parish as perhaps a sleepy one to one of action 
and hopefully worthy of checking out some Sunday 
morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to each one of you who have played a role in 
this transformation of St. Luke’s. 

Sally  and Pat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROB AND MIKE 
...HAVE HAD A 
TREMENDOUS 

POSITIVE EFFECT 
ON OUR PARISH 

AND ITS PRO- 
SPECTS, BUT SEV- 
ERAL OF OUR PA- 
RISHIONERS HAVE 

ALSO EFFECTED 
RECENT TRANS- 

FORMATIONS TO 
KEEP THE PARISH 
VIBRANT... THANK 
YOU TO EACH ONE 

OF YOU WHO 
HAVE PLAYED A 

ROLE IN THIS 
TRANSFOR- 

MATION OF ST. 
LUKE’S. 
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Finance Report 
 

As you may recall, for 2013, the Vestry adopted a budget 
with a forecast operating deficit of $20k.  This is 
(unfortunately) a sizable amount, the roots of which reach 
back 10 years or more.  In the Fall issue of Cornerstone, we 
will share more on that. 

 

2013 is unfolding broadly as forecast.  Through April, helped 
by substantial prepaid pledges early on, our operating deficit 
is just $2.5k.  When we "normalize" the figures by spreading 
prepaid pledges evenly across the year, the deficit through 
April is at about $15k, which, given winter heating costs (our 
single biggest expense after compensation), is about where 
we expected to be.  In short, our expenses have been in line 

 
with expectations. Attendance in Church has been healthy, with 
revenue from plate each Sunday higher than it has been in several 
years.  And, very helpfully, the members of the parish have kept 
up to date on pledges: a third of the way through the year, 45% 
has been paid.  If this all continues, our operating deficit for the 
year will turn out less than forecast. 
 

On the capital side, a healthy 6.5% return to our endowment and 
reserve funds in the first quarter yielded net investment income of 
$26k. So, all told, we are in a surplus considering the complete 
operating and capital picture.  Please don't hesitate to let me 
know if you have questions, and thank you for your continued 
support. 

    Mike Mason, Treasurer 
 
 

Transition and the Life of Faith, cont. 
 
 

Understanding ourselves as pilgrims following the Way can 
help us not to fear transitions either in our surroundings or 
in ourselves, because transitions are to be expected as part 
of any journey. 

We are not individuals wandering aimlessly or an institution 
pursuing worldly definitions of success, but a community of 

faith seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit along the Way 
of Jesus Christ. Let this be our magnetic North, toward 
which our compasses direct us to helping us discern which 
transitions to embrace so as to follow the Way most faithful- 
ly now and in the future. 

Rob Lamborn 

mailto:parish@stlukeskatonah.org
http://www.stlukeskatonah.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes-Katonah/167510820062411
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes-Katonah/167510820062411
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Lukes-Katonah/167510820062411

